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For further information please contact:

Anne Tully (Secretary), Edgeworthstown. Co. Longford
(043) 71448

www.goldsmithfestival.ie

Accommodation
For accommodation visitors may contact
Midlands East Tourism, Mullingar
(044) 48650
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B.30 pm Chair: Sheila Reilly

Official Opening: Paul Reynolds

Keynote Address: Kevin Myers

Music and Entertainment

11.30 am Debate: "The Irish Media, Privacy and the Law”

Chair: Tadhg Carey Michael Commane, Mary O'Rourke TD
Dennis Naughten TD, Ciaran Mullooly

2.15 pm Goldsmith Literary Tour

4,30 pm *Irish Comic Writing”

Chair: Anne Tully Cormac McConnell Frank McNally
~Goldemith the Journalist: Musings and Amusings”
Dedan McCormack

7.30pm  The Three Jolly Pigeons - Ceol agus Craic

3.30 pm "Poetry Readings”
Chair: PJ Walsh Michael McDonald Vera Hughes
Jean O'Brien
Results of Primary and Post-Primary Poetry Competitions
Joe's Cheese & Wine

Results of Goldsmith International Poetry competition
Readings of winning entries
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Sheila Reilly is the Editor of the Longford Leader newspaper. She joined the
newspaper in 2001 as a reporter and was appointed Deputy Editor in 2005. She
was appointed to her cument role in 2008, A graduate of DCU, she also previously
worked in the Longford News. She is a native of Mullahoran whare sha i 3 mem-
bet of the local variety group and GAA club

Paul Reynolids is a broadcaster and wifter and was appointed as the first RTE
Crima Comespondent in 1896 He reports on the activities of major criminaks and
the criminal justios system. He is aiso the author of two books on drugs and prost-
tution in Ireland; King Scum - the Lifs and Times of Tony Felloni zbout the hercin
trada in Ireland and Sex in the City about Ireland’s prostitution rackets.

Kavin Myers is a joumnalist author and broadcaster. He curmently writes for the Irish
Independent, and is a former contributor 10 The irish Times, whare he wrote the
*An Irishman's Diary" column several timas weakly, He also wrote for the Sunday
Teiagraph, His articies often offer criticism of lefl-wing opinion and the "ibersd con-
sansus®. He has presented Today FM's "The Last Word™ on many occasions,

Tadhg Carey is ediior of the Wesimeath Independent and Offaly Independent
newspapers, charting both papers through a time of great change in the media
industry and landscape in the country.

A long-tima Athlona resident, he has worked in both print and broadcast cutlets
across the midlands and Is also a regular contributor to national media.

Michael Commane is @ Dominican priest, teacher and joumnalist. He works as a
press officer with Concamn, lreland’s targest 2id agency. He is a regular contributor
to Newstalk snd is the ‘MC in ‘The Thinking Anew’ column in The irsh Times. As a
sub editar with The Kemyman for sevan years he wrots a8 popular column for the
newspaper, He aiso contributed @ weskly coiumn to Radio Kefry,

Mary O'Rourke is a Fianna Fail TD for Longford-Westmeath. First electad to the
Dgil in 1882 sha has served @5 Minister for Education, Health and Public Enfer-
prise. She was Leader of Seanad Eireann from 2002-2007. She is sister of the lale
Brian Lenihan, Dail Deputy and Minister and daughter of PJ Lenihan, Déil Deputy
1965-70. and sunt of Minister Brian and Deputy Conor Lenihan

Danis Maughten has been a TO for Fine Gael since 1997 . He i curment Spokes-
parson on immigration and Integration having previously served as Spokesperson
on Agriculture & Food and Transport. . He & co-author of the Joint Oreachtas
Committes raport on School Transport in Ireland and on Science & Technology. He
umdmmqnﬂmhmnmmanﬂmﬂ:whmimmim

Ciaran Muligoly s a senior RTE News Comespondent and a former winner of the
AT Cross National Media Awards. He is 2 weskly columnist with Alpha MNewspa-
pers and the Roscommon Champion. He has workad as RTE Midiands Comespon-
dent since 1996 and his first book “Death on Holy Thursday - the shooting of John
Carthy in Abbeylara' was published by Blackwater Press in November of 2006

Doclan McCormack, was bom in Athlone, and is a practicing freelanca journalist
who has writien for several nabonal, locsl and intemational publications. A pub-
ished short story writer and playwright he is also a trained historian. He is currently
engaged in writing ‘the great workd novel (antitiad God's Folty) while trying to eam
some shekals by means of his sporadic Grub Streat scnbbfings.

Cormac MacConnell was bom in Co. Fermanagh. He lived for many years in
Galway, working 25 a journalist and writer. He is a well-known columnist, in both
Ireland and the United States He has also written a novel about Gaelic football
called Final Momants. He currently lives in County Clare wheme he s a news editor
and on-air presanter with Clare FM Radio Station,

Frank McMally was born close to the border in Camickmacross, Co. Monaghan, a
fact which ha says, "makes him equally mistrusted by peopls on both sides”. A
former civil servant, he tumed o journalism, where, “he leamed to make a long
siory shori”. He is now a reporter and columnist for the Insh Times where he pens
the always poputar, “An Inshman’s Diary” column,

Michas! McDonald grew up on a famn in Co. Cork and now lives in Mullingar. He
graduated from in Agricultural Sciance from LICD and has worked as an Agricul-
tural Consultant. He has trevelled widely and pubkshed a number of poetry collec-
tions, including “Face to the Wind®, "Harmony" and “Caltic Fie". Hiz poetry ofian
deals with tha isolation and vuinerability of individuals.

Vera Hughes, herself an sccompiished writer, published historian, and poet will
read posthumousty from her son Miall's collection, “At First Light”. Niall died tragi-
cafly aged 47 |n 2007, He had a greal love of music, of the theatrs, a generous and
practical concem for socia! oulcasts and finally a deep love of the environment
which i as avident in his postry as R is in Goldsmith's pastoral poetry.

Jean O'Brien was bom and lives in Dublin. She has published widaly in Maga-
zines, including; The Irish Times and Poetry Ireland Review. Her work has featured
on RTE Radio | end Lyric FM. Sha was the administrator for the National Postry
wannmaqumrd&ﬂmwmwm She has many

published collections of poetry inciuding “Working the Flow™ & “The Shadow



